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ODESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGINAL {f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Brookville Hotel is a white, two~-story frame building of
horizontal lap siding, which faces esast a block and a half north
of the Union Pacific railroad tracks in Brookville. A two-story
ell extends to the north at the northwest corner of the structure.
Of the portion facing east the second story is approximately three-
fifths the width of the lower story and is centered above it. A
false front screens the double pitch gable roof, and from the center
of the facade a semicircle juts upward. The cornice of the falee
front is ornamented by paired brackets and dentils. In the center
of the semicircle is a circular ventilator opening. There is a
flat roof over the portion of the building whick is one story. A
double veranda extends across the width of the east front. On
the second story a wooden railing extends around the perimeter
of the veranda. All window and door openings are narrow and rectan-
gular. All windows are double-hung. There are two brick chimnevs,

In 1904 there was an addition of eight rooms; in 1948 an
additional dining room wasg converted from some bedrooms; in 1960
the old bank building adjacent to the south was taken over and
converted to a showplace dining room. The main dining room has
been expanded several times.

The upstairs parlor and bedrooms are furnished with Kansas
frontier period furniture. In the dining room furnishings are
patterned after the original.
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STATEMENTY OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brookville Hotel was constructed in the spring of 1870
at a time when Brookville had six to eilght times its current popula-
tion of 250. Three new hotels opened that spring and this one was
first known as the Central Hotel,

In 1870 Brookville was a railroad division point on the Kansas
Pacific Railroad (now the Union Pacific) and cne of the terminals
for the cattle drives from Texas. Brookville never achieved the
stature of Abilene or Ellsworth as a cattle town, but for a number
of years in the early 1870's the cattle business helped bring prosper-
ity to the town. An 1870 letter from a Kansas correspondent to a
Pennsgylvania newspaper described the cattle trade in the state and
ligted Broockville as one of four principal shipping points on the
Kansas Pacific. In 1871 there were 6,520 head of cattle shipped
from Brookville, 12,420 in 1872, 5,680 in 1873, and 10,400 in 1874.
An 1875 edition of the Kansas Pacific guide map of the "Great Texas
Cattle Trail" recommended Brookville as one of five main points
on the Kansas Pacific for shipping cattle.

The ©l8 Central Hotel was one of the headquarters of the cattle-
men who drove Texas cattle to the railroad at Brookville. The
Teras cattle drives were a mixed blessing for aleng with the boost
to the economy they brought Texas fever which killed the native cattle.
Brookville was a bustling little town for several years, but because
of fencing, legal barriers, and new railroads the cattle drives
shifted westward. Another damaging blow to the town came in 1890
when the roundhouse and division point status were lost, and all
hotels but the old Central closed their doors.

The original owner was Mary L. Snyder. By 1885 the hotel had
passed into the hands of A. Jennings, and in 1892 Gus Magnuson
acquired it. He operated the hotel until his death in 1933. Owner-
ship and operation of the hotel has continued in the hands of his
descendants. The current owner, Mrs. Margret Martin, is the widow
of his grandson.

The Brookville Hotel has lcnq been famcous in Kansas for its
“family style" fried chicken dinners, which have been featured since
1915. During World War II military personnel who were stationed
at nearby Camp Phillip and the Smoky Hill Air Base spread the word
throughout the country about the fine food of the Brookville Hotel.
Duncan Hines dined there and put the hotel on the approved list of
fine eating places in the United States.
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Federal Writers' Project of the Works Project Administration (1939)
Federal

Records destroyed. A guidebook, Kansas, was published in 1939,

The Brookville Hotel after 100 years continues to be used for its
original purpose--to provide food and lodging for the public. It is
believed to be the oldest hotel in Kansas still operating in its origin-
al location. Also, it has s%xong associations with the cattle-drive
era in that it was a headquarters for Texas cattlemen, a fact reportedly
substantiated by old hotel registers which have been preserved,
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